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such a disappointment, struck me as amiably characteristic —
and in the course of the evening he every now and then threw
out some word of admiration to reconsole mamma"
Ballantyne's note of their next morning's conference is
In these terms: —
"He had just been reviewing a pageant of emperors and
kings, which seemed, like another Field of the Cloth of Gold,
to have been got up to realize before his eyes some of his own
splendid descriptions. I begged him to tell me what was the
general impression left on his mind. He answered, that he
might now say he had seen and conversed with all classes of
society, from the palace to the cottage, and including every
conceivable shade of science and ignorance — but that he had
never felt awed or abashed except in the presence of one man
— the Duke of Wellington. I expressed some surprise. He
said I ought not, for that the Duke of Wellington possessed
every one mighty quality of the mind in a higher degree than
any other man did, or had ever done. He said he beheld in
him a great soldier and a great statesman — the greatest of
each. When it was suggested that the Duke, on Ms part, saw
before him a great poet and novelist, he smiled, and said,
* What would the Duke of Wellington think of a few bits of
novels, which perhaps he had never read, and for which the
strong probability is that he would not care a sixpence if he
had? ' You are not" (adds Ballantyne) " to suppose that he
looked either sheepish or embarrassed in the presence of the
Duke — indeed you well know that he did not, and could not
do so; but the feeling, qualified and modified as I have de-
scribed it, unquestionably did exist to a certain extent. Its
origin forms a curious moral problem; and may probably be
traced to a secret consciousness, which he might not himself
advert to, that the Duke, however great as a soldier and states-
man, was so defective in imagination as to be incapable of
appreciating that which had formed the charm of Ms own life,
as well as of his works."
It is proper to add to Mr. Ballantyne's solution of his
"curious moral problem," that he was in his latter days
a strenuous opponent of the Duke of Wellington's poli-

